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1614 they took up arms and a petty civil war began.
There was little fighting, but a good deal of pillag-
ing, in which the armies on either side showed equal
zeal. The Regent was unwilling to take vigorous
steps against the insurgents, and by a liberal be-
stowal of places and pensions on a few of the leaders,
she bought her peace. But as a result of this un-
important rising, the man who was to crush the
unruly power of the French nobility found his
opportunity to enter public life.

In order to make some pretence of zeal for public
interests, Conde* had asked that the States-General
should be called together. When his personal de-
mands were satisfied, he intimated to the Regent
that this request would be waived, but the Queen's
ministers advised her to convene the body and re-
move a pretext for future disturbances, Accord-
ingly, in June, 1614, a summons was issued, bidding
the clergy, nobles, and commons of France to choose
representatives, who should meet at Sens in Septem-
ber, and advise as to the needs of the State. The
States-General were not again to be convened until
the famous assemblage of 1789; and that soon dis-
carded the name as it did the nature of the body
which for centuries had been a part of the French
monarchy. There was a certain dramatic fitness
that at the session in which the States-General,
properly so called, passed out of French history,
one of the members should be the man who was so
to strengthen the French monarchy that for almost
two hundred years the representatives of the French
people were not again convened.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